Seroprevalence of hepatitis B and C viruses among women of childbearing age in Moshi Urban, Tanzania.
To describe the seroprevalence of hepatitis C and B viruses and their association with HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) among women aged 15-49 years, attending primary health care clinics in Moshi urban, Tanzania. A cross-sectional study. Three primary health care clinics in Moshi, Tanzania. A total of 382 consenting women attending reproductive and child health clinics between September-December 1999. The seroprevalence of anti-HCV was 1.0%, for HBsAg 4.2% and for HIV 11.5%. HIV infection and other sexually transmitted diseases were not associated with anti-HCV or HBsAg. There was no interrelation between HCV and HBV markers. Hepatitis C Virus infection is infrequent among women in urban Tanzania. HCV and HBsAg were not more prevalent in HIV-infected women. Public preventive efforts should thus focus on hepatitis B virus immunisation.